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Note on Cosalite, Alaskaite and Beegerite. By Oeorge A. Koenig.

(Read before the American Philosophiaal Society, January 16, 1SS5.)

The discovery of another rich vein of Bismuth silver ore in Ouray Co.,

Colorado, last spring, has developed new interest in the sulphobismuthite

minerals. The new discovery is called "Gladiator," and is situated,

according to Mr. Stockder, my correspondent, at the mouth of Pough-

keepsie gulch into the Uncompaghre valley. The "Alaska" is situated

at the head of this gulch, some six or eight miles above the Gladiator.

My esteemed friend and colleague, Prof. F. A. Genth, examined some

specimens of the new find, whilst others awaited my return from Europe.

In connection with this investigation. Dr. Genth also analyzed material

from a specimen, which I had given him as "Alaskaite" from the Alaska

mine. The results of his analysis did not agree with the composition of

alaskaite, as found by me, but rather with cosalite. To make doubly

sure, he kindly asked me to repeat the analysis with well selected mate-

rial from the same specimen. I did so with the following result

:
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quence, and one-half gram only was used for each analysis. Of one analy-

sis all but the lead determination was lost.

After separating Pb and Bi by dilute sulphuric acid and weighing

the first as PbSO^, the latter was dissolved in NaHO, and if a residue

remained, it was dissolved in NHO3 evaporated with dil. H2SO4, and thus

a complete separation of Bi and Pb effected. Bi was weighed as BiClO.

The spec, gravity of 1.014 gr. was found = 6.783.

The analysis gave
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For the loss of 4.3 per cent in this analysis I can at present not account.

Iron and copper eliminate themselves as chalcopyrite and pyrite ; remain

210 = 0.0930

206.4 = 0.2216)0 3878
215.3 = 0.0462/

32 = 0.4180

R : Bi : S = 3.09 : 1 : 4.5

that is 6.18 (PbAgs) S + BIS^ = Beegerite.

The original beegerite, crystallized, from Clear Creek county, Colorado,

contains no silver at all. Apparently this interesting species, only exist-

ing in one specimen heretofore, is not rare at the new locality, and may
be procurable to collectors.

I reserve a more satisfactory examination to the future.
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